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At St John’s we believe that understanding the process of writing is vital to the development and success of all 
our children, during their time in education and beyond. This process requires our children to learn the skills and 
knowledge associated with writing effectively and to implement these to engage and/or inform the reader. 
 
Our children are given a wide range of opportunities, both in English lessons and in the wider curriculum, to 
exercise their creativity and practise the skills taught. Children are always aware of the purpose and audience 
for which they are writing, giving them a clear context and framework for what they are crafting.  The children 
learn skills and knowledge through a range of high quality texts in English lessons; discrete spelling and grammar 
lessons and through the incorporation of writing across the wider curriculum.  
 
We want our children to have a comprehensive understanding of the grammar and spelling requirements of the 
National Curriculum and to be able to apply these in their written work competently, confidently and 
increasingly cohesively. We want our children to be able to discuss and defend their choices in vocabulary and 
grammar, by knowing what improves their writing for the reader and to have the skills to edit effectively. 
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 Spell words by identifying the sounds and then writing the sound with the letter/s.  
 

 Write short sentences with words with known letter-sound correspondences using a capital letter and a full stop. 
 

 Form lower case and capital letters correctly. 
 
 

 Form lower case and capital letters correctly. • Spell words by identifying the sounds and then writing the sound with the letter/s. • 
Write short sentences with words with known letter-sound correspondences using a capital letter and a full stop. • Re-read what 
they have written to check it makes sense. 

 
 
 

• Know many rhymes, be able to talk about familiar books, and be able to tell a long story 
 

 Learn new vocabulary.  

  Articulate their ideas and thoughts in well-formed sentences.  

  Describe events in some detail.  

 Use talk to help work out problems and organise thinking and activities, and to explain how things work and why they might happen. 

 Listen to and talk about stories to build familiarity and understanding.  

 Retell the story, once they have developed a deep familiarity with the text, some as exact repetition and some in their own words.  

  Use new vocabulary in different contexts.   

 Listen to and talk about selected non-fiction to develop a deep familiarity with new knowledge and vocabulary. 

 Learn new vocabulary.  

 Use new vocabulary throughout the day.  

  Describe events in some detail.  

 Use talk to help work out problems and organise thinking and activities, and to explain how things work and why they might happen.   

 Develop social phrases.  

 Use new vocabulary in different contexts. 

 Learn new vocabulary.  

 Use new vocabulary throughout the day.  
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 Articulate their ideas and thoughts in well-formed sentences.   

 Connect one idea or action to another using a range of connectives. 

 Articulate their ideas and thoughts in well-formed sentences.  

 Connect one idea or action to another using a range of connectives. 

 Engage in story times.  

 Retell the story, once they have developed a deep familiarity with the text, some as exact repetition and some in their own words.  

  Learn rhymes, poems and songs. 

 Engage in non-fiction books.  

 Listen to and talk about selected non-fiction to develop a deep familiarity with new knowledge and vocabulary. 
 
 
 

 Develop their small motor skills so that they can use a range of tools competently, safely and confidently. Suggested tools: pencils for 
drawing and writing, paintbrushes, scissors, knives, forks and spoons.  

 Use their core muscle strength to achieve a good posture when sitting at a table or sitting on the floor.   

 Develop the foundations of a handwriting style which is fast, accurate and efficient. 
 
 
 
 

 Develop storylines in their pretend play 

 Sing in a group or on their own, increasingly matching the pitch and following the melody. 

 Develop storylines in their pretend play
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 Long term plan for Lower Key Stage 2  
 Year 3 Year 4 

Autumn 1 



Curriculum statement Writing - English 
 
       

Autumn 2 
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Spring 1 
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Spring 2 
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Summer 1 
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Summer 2 
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 Long term plan for Upper Key Stage 2  
 Year 5 Year 6 

Autumn 1 

Autumn 2 
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By the end of Key Stage 2, our children will be proficient in writing for a range of purposes and for a range of 
audiences, giving them a meaningful purpose for writing. They will be confident in using appropriate 
vocabulary, grammar and punctuation for the purpose of their writing and will feel able to make informed 
choices and to discuss and defend those choices. Children will have the opportunity during their time at St 
John’s to explore a wide variety of writing styles and the freedom to craft pieces independently. Writing 
opportunities are offered across the curriculum, giving our children the exposure and real life context needed 
to embed their learning. Writing is assessed in the following ways: 
 
EYFS are assessed using the EYSF framework  - Early Learning Goals. 
 
KS1 & KS2 a termly SPaG assessment during assessment week (Grammarsarus) This will inform teachers of 
gaps that can then be addressed in the following term through targeted interventions, class teaching, 
individual children’s targets. 
Children are set weekly spelling tests and dictation tasks; in addition, spelling, grammar and punctuation are 
continually assessed through teacher assessment. 
 
To ensure consistency within practise, teachers engage in an in-house termly writing moderation within phase 
and network moderations with local schools across the year. 


