
St. John’s Catholic Primary School 

Newsletter 2  Friday 16th September 2022 

Our values: At St John’s we are: Joyful in our faith , Aspirational in our 

learning, Confident in being me, Caring in our hearts. 

Stars of the week 
 

Reception: All of Reception for settling 
in so well to Primary School 
 
Year one:  All of year one for being a fantastic 
class! 
 
Year 2: Riley for a fantastic week and a beautiful 
piece of RE work. 
 
Year 3: Pola for setting a factastic example to her 
peers and exceeding the year 3 expectations. 
 
Year 4: Layton for all his enthusiasm in Maths this 
week. 

 
Year 5: Rosmaria for using maths learned outside 
of the classroom. 
 
Year 6: Nathan for having a great start to year 6 
with a positive attitude and a lovely big smile on 
his face. 

 

 
Reading books are on the way! 

 
Thank you for bearing with us whilst we have 
been carefully assessing pupils in their reading 

skills. Next week we will be issuing school reading books 
to every child.  
 
These books reflect where children are, not only in their 
ability to decode words and read them, but also in their 
comprehension skills and ability to re-tell the story or in-
formation in a book.  
 
The book issued should be a comfortable read for the 
child. They should be able to read smoothly and with ex-
pression recognising punctuation and add required intona-
tions when they read, for example making a question 
sound like a question.   
We ask that children are heard reading at least 4 to 5 
times a week. For it to be effective they must read out 
loud to an adult.  
 
All the research suggests that children that are heard read 
regularly develop the reading skills that will help them 
progress throughout the whole curriculum. The phrase 
used in education is that, ’reading opens the door to 
learning.’   
Reading also promotes children's ability to use vocabulary 
to good effect, this is an areas that nationally has dipped 
as a result of Covid19 and isolation.  
 
The reading records that we currently have are not ideal 
as Saturday and Sunday are missing! As soon as we have 
used the stock up we will use exercise books instead to 
record the weekly reads. For now please use the space on 
the right to record the weekend reads.  
Within each class the number of daily reads will be count-
ed for each child and reading certificates will be awarded 
in the celebration assemblies on a Friday. Last year it was 
a great success with the piles of reading certificates 
getting bigger and bigger and new levels had to be invent-

Taken from the Gospel for 18th September 2022 (Luke 16:1-13): The Dishonest Steward Jesus said to his disciples, “There 
was a rich man and he had a steward who was denounced to him for being wasteful with his property. He called for the 
man and said, ‘What is this I hear about you? Draw me up an account of your stewardship because you are not to be my 
steward any longer.’ Then the steward said to himself, ‘Now that my master is taking the stewardship from me, what am I 
to do? Dig? I am not strong enough. Go begging? I should be too ashamed. Ah, I know what I will do to make sure that when 
I am dismissed from office there will be some to welcome me into their homes.’ Then he called his master’s debtors one by 
one. To the first he said, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ ‘One hundred measures of oil,’ was the reply. The steward 
said, ‘Here, take your bond; sit down straight away and write fifty.’ To another he said, ‘And you, sir, how much do you 
owe?’ ‘One hundred measures of wheat,’ was the reply. The steward said, ‘Here, take your bond and write eighty.’ The 
master praised the dishonest steward for his astuteness. own?  

Parking 
We have unfortunately had some 
neighbours complaining about some 
of our parents parking across their 

driveways and blocking them in. Please can I 
ask that you are respectful of people that live 
around the school and also of the highway 
code. If parking is busy please park further 
away and walk into school. As a school we 
would encourage parents and children to walk, 
scoot, bike or park and stride where possible. 
Upsetting local residence  damages the schools 
reputation and we are very keen to avoid this. 
Thank you for your help in this matter.  



SAVE THE DATE:   
MACMILLAN CANCER CARE  

COFFEE MORNING  
We will be holding a coffee morning to support this cause on the morning of 23rd Septem-
ber 9.00-10.00. 
 
Please do come along for a  coffee/tea and some cake. It is a great opportunity to meet other parents, 
especially if you are new to our school. We only ask for a small donation towards Macmillan  cancer care.  
If you are able to donate any cakes to this worth cause we would appreciate it.  

 

Fundraising continues for St Catherine’s Hospice 

Jon Cortinas is a parent within the school who along with his 

family have been raising much needed  money for St Cathe-

rine’s Hospice.  

On October the 2nd he will be running the London Mara-
thon.  

Any help  in the form of donations would be hugely appreci-
ated. Training for a marathon is a huge commitment and we 
wish Jon all the luck in the world for his training and for a 
successful run.  

Please visit Jon’s just giving page to donate.  

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/jon-
cortinaslondonmarathon22  

HOLIDAYS DURING TERM TIME 
Please find below a reminder of the term dates for this 

year. Please remember that term time holiday is 
not permitted.   
 

 KEY DATES 2022/23 
 

29th September   -  Individual school photos 
Monday 3rd October—Thursday 6th September 

Year 6 bikeability training 
Monday 24th— Friday 28th October Half Term 

Monday 31st October Inset Day 
Wednesday 16th November  -  Flu vaccinations 

1st—31st May year two SATS 
8th  - 12th May Year six SATS 

 5- 23rd June Year four multiplication checks 
5th to 16th June Year one Phonics check week  

 
If your child is in Year 1, Year 2, Year 4 or Year 6 
please pay special attention to the summer dates 
as the children have statutory assessments during 
the summer term and must be in school for them. 
 
Unless there is exceptional circumstances holidays 
cannot be granted during term time. The County 
will issue fines per parent that takes a child on 
holiday in term time  

 

Times Tables Rock star 

We are excited to 

launch Times  

tables Rock star 

this week.  It is an 

app that supports 

children in their 

learning of times tables and division facts. The chil-

dren can play solo and pick the tables they need to 

work on, teachers can set challenges for children to 

complete and children can compete in multi-player 

mode. As this evolves we will introduce an inter-

house competition. 

 

If children are able to master times tables at an early 

stage they are able to make faster progress in their 

maths learning and explore more complex concepts.  

By Year 4 children should know all of their multiplica-

tion facts up to the 12 times table. They need to be 

able to have a quick recall of both multiplication and 

division facts in any order, for example 4x3= and then 

9x3=. 

 

Children in Year 2 and above will have their pass-

words stuck into the front of their reading records. To 

start with we will let the children explore the app and 

then we will progress to setting homework tasks for 

them.  

For children in Reception and Year 1 we will be intro-

ducing an app called Numbots. Watch out for     

teacher communication about that! 

 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/jon-cortinaslondonmarathon22
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/jon-cortinaslondonmarathon22


As a school we take online safety very seriously. We know many of our children have very active digital lives. 

Here are some tips for encouraging your child to talk about their online world with you. 

 

Things to cover in a conversation about their online world 

Throughout this half term each 

class will be talking about 

online safety.  

We will continue to drip feed 

the key safety messages for 

children throughout the year.  

 

Mr Higginson is our Computing 

lead teacher. He will be putting 

together some information 

sessions for parents  and car-

ers with the aim of giving you 

up to date information and key 

messages to help keep your 

children safe  online and on 

mobile devices.   

Dates to follow soon.  


