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Our Mission Statement: “Through Jesus Christ, all our children learn to love and love to 
learn. The family of St. John’s love learning and are life-long learners. Through Jesus 

Christ everyone knows how to show love to others and God, remembering kindness comes first.  

Golden Certificates   
 

Reception  -  Elisa for growing in           

confidence this week! 

Year One - Cailyn for a great start to the new year, al-

ways being kind and working hard. 

Year Two  - Charlotte for her fantastic ideas when 

writing onomatopoeia fire poems. 

Year Three - Aidan B for showing an increasing amount 

of confidence within maths 

Year Four  - Rosmaria for being an eternally dependable 

friend and reliable classmate and learner and for being 

an eternal ray of sunshine  - even in deepest, darkest 

winter.  

Year Five  -  Giulian for a positive and sustained       re-

sponse to constructive feedback. 

Year Six  -  Adrian for your positive attitude and a cheer-

ful smile everyday. 

Taken from the Gospel for Sunday 9th January 2022 - The Coming of the Spirit (Luke 3:15-16. 21-22) 

 A feeling of expectancy had grown among the people, who were beginning to think that John might be the Christ, 

so John declared before them all, “I baptise you with water, but someone is coming, someone who is more power-

ful than I am, and I am not fit to undo the strap of his sandals; he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” Now when all 

the people had been baptised and while Jesus after his own baptism was at prayer, heaven opened and the Holy Spirit de-

scended on him in bodily shape, like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my son, the Beloved; my favour rests on 

you.”  

Namascuram! 

This half term our focus    lan-

guage is Malayalam, as we 

have many children from Kera-

la in India, where this language is spoken. The chil-

dren will be learning a few words and phrases, 

greetings and numbers, in Malayalam, as well as a 

little about the culture. Thank you to all our Malaya-

lam speakers for helping your class teachers. If any 

children or parents from India would like to bring in 

information, items to show, or traditional clothes, we 

would love to see them!

Fundraising  

A fantastic effort from all 

involved in the fundraising events 

that were held before Christmas. The 

final totals are now in and are      

amazing!  

Christmas Jumper Day  -   funds raised to support our        
link school, Kimilili  -  £322.90 

Nativity  -  funds will go towards establishing new 
reading schemes in KS1 and KS2  -  £270.00 
Reindeer run  -  funds raised to support the vital work 
that St Catherine's Hospice does  -  

£883.82 
 

Thank you so much! 
 



 

 

 

 

We are very pleased to welcome Brad and Tiny Tekkers to 
the school. Brad is well known to some of our older chil-
dren having been a coach for Albion in the past. After 
watching his sessions and listening to the children's and 
parent’s  feedback we have chosen to move our KS2 PE 
provision to Tiny Tekkers from the start of this term. They 
are a company that are familiar with working in schools 
and have worked with us to create an enhanced long term 
PE curriculum map.  

Brad is also running multisport after school  clubs for both 
KS1 and KS2. The school has in part subsidised this club 
using some of our Sports Premium money. We feel 
strongly that after all our children have been through dur-
ing Covid they need as many opportunities as possible to 
enjoy some fun and physical activities. Multi sports not 
only develops their physical skills but 
also supports team work and builds 
confidence and self-esteem.   

Brad is an enthusiastic coach who I am 
confident in saying will inspire the   
children in all sporting activities.  

 

Epiphany 
This is an extract from a letter from Marie Ryan who is the 
Director of Education for Arundel and Brighton Diocese. A 
welcome reminder of the importance of the Christmas peri-
od within our faith life.  

In the Western church, Epiphany (epiphanos) primarily com-
memorates the Magi’s visit, making them the first Gentiles 
to worship Jesus. In the East, the Epiphany primarily com-
memorates the baptism of Jesus and celebrates the revela-
tion that Christ was both fully God and fully man. Epiphany 
is actually an older celebration than Christmas, having origi-
nated in the East in the late second century.  

 

The gift-giving that we traditionally associate with Christmas 
takes place on the feast of the Epiphany in Italy and Spain. 
This tradition separates the birth of Christ from gift giving 
and lets the Infant Jesus have the stage to Himself for a day. 
It is the Kings, rather than Father Christmas, who bring gifts 
to children on the Epiphany. Last Sunday’s Gospel reading 
(Matthew 2: 1-12) doesn’t actually specify that there were 
three magi, or name them, or even confirm that they were 
men or kings, but later Christian tradition filled in those de-
tails, naming the visitors Caspar, Melchior and Balthazar. 

 

In Spain, the celebrations of the arrival of Caspar, Melchior 
and Balthazar in Bethlehem begin on Noche de Reyes (Night 
of the Kings) on 5th January. Spanish tradition has it that 
King Melchior represents Europe, King Caspar comes from 
Asia and King Balthazar is of African origin. The Magi 
demonstrate the universality of the Church, with the Epiph-
any marking the start of a multi-cultural, multi-lingual, multi-
ethnic community, united by faith.  

 

Children in Spain write letters to the Kings and, instead of 
visiting Father Christmas, visit the Kings in department 
stores on 5th January to tell them what they would like to 
receive that night. Just as children here leave snacks for Fa-
ther Christmas and Rudolph, children in Spain leave out re-
freshments for the Kings’ camels. Imagine how many chil-
dren across Italy and Spain will be too excited to sleep to-
night! January 6th is a family day, with presents and a big 
dinner. The day wouldn’t be complete without the tradition-
al Roscón de Reyes, a sweet ring-shaped bread with sugar 
and dried fruits. A little figure of a king is hidden inside, and 
whoever finds it becomes king or queen for the day. 

 

 A Spanish or Italian Epiphany celebration is therefore very 
different to our own. But regardless of how or where it is 
celebrated, the Epiphany can symbolise our pilgrimage 
through life.  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Dates for Diary   
 

A note for Year 4 
 

I am very proud of Year 4 for their very sensible behavior when 

walking to and from swimming today. They were a credit to the 

school. From next week the children in Year 4 can wear their PE kits 

on Friday, this will make it easier for them to change at swimming 

and they will be more comfortable on the walk.  


